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Hypocalcaemia vs. Pregnancy Toxaemia (“twin lamb disease”) 
 
Checklist: 
 Hypocalcaemia Pregnancy Toxaemia 

Class of sheep  
 

 

When  
 

 

Any other 
circumstances? 

 
 
 

 

Rate of onset 
of signs 

 
 

 

 
What signs are 
seen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Treatment  
 
 

 

Response to 
treatment 

  

Recovery rate  
 

 

Predisposing 
factors (what 
brings it on?) 

In ewes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 In others: 
 
 
 
 

 

Prevention  
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Case study: 
 
Late pregnant ewe in mob scanned as having multiple lambs: 
 

 
 
 
What do you see in the photo? 
 
 
 
 
What is your likely diagnosis? 
 
 
What would you treat this ewe with & how? 
 
 
 
 
 
and the outcome was …… 
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Vaccines: 
 
Clostridial vaccines: 
 
“2-in-1” 
 
“5-in-1” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These are cheap! 
 

“6-in-1” e.g. ‘Glanvac’ 
 
 

Vaccine with Selenium 
&/or Vitamin B12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vaccine plus drench e.g. ‘Eweguard’, ‘Weanerguard’ 
 
 
 
 

‘Eryvac’ 
 
 

 

 
Vaccination program: 
Need 2 doses 4 weeks apart for strong, lasting immunity, then annual boosters. 
 
Lambs at marking 
Lambs at weaning (at 13-16 weeks of age) 
 
Booster at 12-15 months of age 
Ewes pre-lambing (but preventing preg tox) 


